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FLIGHT. 


JuLy 8, 1937. 


COMMERCIAL AVIATION 


FOR AIR SURVEY: On Thursday of last week the B.A. Double Eagle, which has been specially laid out for survey work, left 
Hanworth for Johannesburg. It is being flown out by Mr. Brian Russell, the chief pilot of the Aircraft Operating Company of 
Africa, and was described and illustrated in Flight of April 29 


THE WEEK AT CROYDON 


together with his daughter Ademola, in flowing 

robes and a Paris model “‘ halo’’ hat, left Croydon 

one day last week by Imperial Airways for Paris. 
The ceremony was made the more impressive (seeing that 
the weather was British) by the presence of a huge and 
solemn umbrella-bearer walking just behind his chief with 
the State Umbrella. Luckily this official neither tried to 
enter the machine (the umbrella not being made to fold 
up), nor was he caught by the slipstream and wafted, still 
sticking to his guns or clinging to his brolly, away through 
the skies towards London. 

Our old friend Hanno has returned to Croydon after a 
lengthy absence out East on the Cairo-Karachi and other 
Eastern routes. Hanno’s retirement from Eastern service 
is understood to be permanent, a flying boat having taken 
over his job. Capt. Poole, 1.A.L., brought the machine 
home. 

I have often wistfully wished that the airport authori- 
ties would take over machine-parking control on the 
tarmac, and now I wish they would look into car-parking 
problems, too. One comes to work in a car, of sorts, and 
parks it in accordance with regulations, facing Purley 
Way, behind the railings. Somebody, usually a devilish 
haughty chauffeur, parks a long Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
immediately behind one and at right angles to the rest of 
the cars, so that the poor airport employee in a hurry 
cannot get his car out at all. Nobody looks after the 
matter and nobody cares. If you have a cheap little car 
like mine the only way to get attention is to keep on back- 
ing into the offending vehicle until the offending chauffeur 
loses his cynical calm and hurriedly gets out of the way. 

We hear of ‘singing mice’’—which, I believe, are 
actually affected with asthma or something—but I was 
serenaded beneath my office window by what seemed to 
be a singing elephant, but which turned out to be one of 
the big passenger cars giving forth a high treble note. It 
went on for ages, with several drivers and mechanics ap- 
parently trying to teach it to sing a proper tune instead 
of just whining. 

The famous German ‘‘ace,’’ Col. Udet, landed at 
Croydon with two companions in three Messerschmitts last 
week. It is notable that these machines may not be 


A FRICAN Chief Alake Abeokuta, magnificently robed, 


Ceremonial : Parking Problems : Home from School : Elopement 


wheeled or towed backwards, a thing the average tractor 
mani is very apt to do with any ordinary aeroplane. 

(Jueer things may happen in cargo compartments. One 
company here has had to issue instructions to the effect 
that photographic films must not be placed anywhere near 
any radium or radio-active freight because radium fogs 
films. 

You may miss the bustle and activity of Empire arrivals 
here now that a number of Imperial Airways passengers 
arrive at Southampton, but the solar topee is by no means 
a rare bird even now. I saw no fewer than eight of 
them arrive from India by K.L.M. on one machine the 
other evening. It is interesting to see English men and 
English wives as excited as school kids home for the 
holidays when husbands, home on leave, meet their wives 
across the Customs barrier. Customs officials are very 
human at Croydon on these occasions and allow people to 
meet before the actual baggage clearance. 

Oley Air Service had the 4 a.m. job of rushing a frantic 
father up to Carlisle in search of a daughter who, according 
to reports, was about to commit matrimony at Gretna 
Green. Eloping couples or stern parents may always rely 
on O.A.S. for a swift journey to Carlisle—'‘ Change here 
for Gretna Green’’—and quite a lot of such jobs come 
Capt. (Cupid) Olley’s way. A, VIATOR. 


Co-ordination 


ITH the new electric train service between London and 
Portsmouth and the usual P.S. and 1.0.W. Aviation 
services, passengers will be able to make the best of both 
transport worlds—particularly as it is possible to book at any 
travel agency for this company. We have always insisted that 
rail and air are complementary services and should be treated 
as such. 


New Lighting Standards 


EVISED during last month, the British Standard Specifi- 

cation for Land Aerodrome and Airway Lighting should 
be read carefully by those who are professionally interested in 
such things, as various changes have been made since the speci- 
fication was first published in 1934. To cite a small example, 
boundary lights were then expected to flash, whereas now, for 
a number of good reasons, they should be fixed in character. 


